
You are very welcome to our
1st Year Subject Information Night

Please feel free to ask any 
questions at the end of the 

session



School Ethos is how we live, 

work and relate to each other in 
our school community”

SCHOOL MOTTO

“LEARNING TOGETHER 

TO ACHIEVE AND 

SUCCEED”











Students experience a sense of belonging and purpose as members of the school 
community



Each Year Group is a school within a school

Deputy 
Principal

Year Head
Connect 
Teachers

Student 
Mentor Groups

Own 
Area/Lockers

Induction 
Programme

100% of 1st Years in previous years have got their subject choices

Average class size across the school is 24 and under 



Junior Cycle (3years)

• Different from what has gone 
before:

• Different type of learning 
experience

• Different type of assessment

• Different type of course 
content

• Driven by:

• Core principles

• Key Skills

• Statements of Learning

• Wellbeing







Final Examination Grading 
(Includes Assessment Task)

• English

• Irish

• Mathematics

• Are taken at Higher or Ordinary 
Level

• All other Subjects are taken at 
Common Level



Junior Cycle Profile 
of Achievement
Certificate  

• Final Examination Results 
including Assessment Task 

• Classroom-Based Assessments 
(CBA) Results

• Reporting on Wellbeing 
Programme

• Other Areas of Learning



School Based Screening:
a. Cognitive Ability Testing
b. Literacy Testing

• Cognitive Ability Testing and 
the Literacy Testing are not 
tests in traditional sense they 
along with Educational 
Passports from primary 
school provide us with solid 
information to assist our 
students

• Helps guide us to see if 
students are achieving 
academically but it does not 
measure effort or hard work

• We will share results with 
parents/guardians





Curriculum: Core Subjects

English

Mathematics

Irish

History

Geography

Science

• Wellbeing Subjects:

• SPHE Programme

• CSPE Programme

• PE Programme

Religious 
Education

Learning 
Zone

ICT Class



Option Subjects: Rank choices 1 
to 4

• ART

• Business Studies

• Modern Foreign Language

o Spanish

o French

o German

• Technical Graphics

• Materials Technology (wood)

• Materials Technology  (Metal)

• Technology

• Music

• Home Economics



Picking 
Subjects

Information in the booklet- 

1. Course Content

2. Who would this subject 
suit?

3. Type of Homework 
Projects/Assignments

4. Career note- what is the 
subject required for…

5. Progression after Junior 
Cycle

In the following 
slides…

How will each of the 
option subjects be 
assessed/what will you 
be doing.

You can write notes 
onto the booklet- 
digital copy here>



Modern Foreign 
Language page 1 of 
booklet 90%exam

• Link to Qualifax subject choice checker



Modern Foreign Language - example



Should I pick 
a Modern 
Foreign 
Language?

Technological Universities 

• do not require a MFL in 
general for entry

CAO Applications:

• Only 159 courses require 
MFL

• 1410 courses do not require 
MFL

• NUI Universities

• MFL required for 
entry for courses in 
Arts, Social Science, 
Business, Law, 
Medicine, Veterinary, 
Physiotherapy, 
Occupational Therapy 
and Architecture 

• MFL not required for 
courses in 
Science/Engineering/
IT/ Nursing 



Art- page 2 
of the 

booklet 0% 
exam



Art Example (no exam- 100% practical/project- 2 
artefacts)



Business 
90% exam- 

page 3 of the 
booklet



Business 
Example



Graphics 70% 
exam- page 3 & 
4 of the booklet





Woodwork 
30% exam- 

page 4 & 5 of 
the booklet



Woodwork Example



Music 70% 
Exam- page 
5 & 6 of the 

booklet



Music 
Example



Home 
Economics 
50% exam- 

page 6 of the 
booklet



Home Economics Example



Technology 
30% exam- 

page 7 of the 
booklet



Technology Example



Metalwork 
30% Exam- 

page 7 & 8 of 
the booklet



Metalwork Example



Structure of a school day
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

8.50 PERIOD 1 PERIOD 1 PERIOD 1 PERIOD 1 PERIOD 1

9.50 PERIOD 2 PERIOD 2 PERIOD 2
CONNECT

PERIOD 2 PERIOD 2

15 MINS BREAK 
(LOCKERS)

BREAK 
(LOCKERS)

BREAK 
(LOCKERS)

BREAK 
(LOCKERS)

BREAK 
(LOCKERS)

11.05 PERIOD 3 PERIOD 3 PERIOD 3 PERIOD 3 PERIOD 3

12.05 PERIOD 4 PERIOD 4 PERIOD 4 PERIOD 4 PERIOD 4

40 MINS LUNCH 
(LOCKERS)

LUNCH
(LOCKERS)

LUNCH
(LOCKERS)

LUNCH
(LOCKERS)

1.45 PERIOD 5 PERIOD 5 PERIOD 5 PERIOD 5

2.45 PERIOD 6 PERIOD 6 PERIOD 6 PERIOD 6



Extra- Curricular Clubs 
and Committees

• Over 20 clubs and committees 
running in the school

• Clubs and Committees day run by 
our Transition Year Students

• Opportunity to visit stands for all 
Clubs and Societies in the 
school and sign up to those that 
are of interest.

• New clubs starting every year.



Extra Curricular Clubs and Committees

• Over 20 clubs and committees running in the school

• Clubs and Committees day run by our Transition Year Students

• •Opportunity to visit stands for all Clubs and Societies in the school 
and sign up to those that are of interest.

• New clubs starting every year..





Timeline

Date: Event

February Primary School Visits by Deputy Principal and school SEN co-ordinator

February 22nd Subject Information Night

March 4th - 8th One to One Meetings with Principals and SEN co-Ordinator (Form Issued in advance)

March 15th - 22nd CAT testing takes place in Coláiste and parent information sheet issued to parents

March 23rd Subject Option form Issued and to be completed by the 6th of April

May Additional visits for some of our incoming 1st years

May Educational Passports received from Primary Schools

June Information Pack issued late June

August Book Collection, PE Uniform and Vsware support

End of August Return to school Induction –Parent / Guardian and 1st year Assembly, Mentors.

September Information feedback meeting for parents and guardians. Literacy and numeracy 
testing



Questions asked

• Curriculum

o Subject Levels

o Differentiation

o Change of option subjects

• Exemptions –assessments / reports

• Health Form

• Policies 

o Code of Behaviour

o Anti Bullying Policy

• Food facilities

• Bus Transport
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