
Information Session for Incoming 1st Years 
2020

1. Introduction to the new Junior Cycle

2. Curriculum
1. Core Subjects
2. Selecting Options
3. Wellbeing Subjects

3. Cognitive Ability Test

4. Information to be completed in Starter Form  

5. Other Information
1. Extra curricular
2. School Costs



The New Junior Cycle Programme

Keeping 
the good 
parts of 
the old 
Junior 
Certificate

Adding new parts to develop to 
learning experience for all students



OECD research has driven much of our 
Educational Change:

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development:

Learning Compass: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3u1
AL_aZjI

Top 5 Skills needed in work in 
2030:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygyc7q
1u3MU

http://www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/teaching-and-learning/learning/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3u1AL_aZjI
http://www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/teaching-and-learning/learning/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygyc7q1u3MU


Developing Key Skills

Junior Cycle Key Terms:



Principles Underpinning Junior Certificate







Some Publications that may help with your 
understanding of the Junior Cycle:

• http://www.jct.ie/publications/publications

• https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/framework-for-junior-cycle

• https://www.jct.ie/perch/resources/english/section-2-the-
framework-for-junior-cycle-the-english-specification.pdf

http://www.jct.ie/publications/publications
https://ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/framework-for-junior-cycle
https://www.jct.ie/perch/resources/english/section-2-the-framework-for-junior-cycle-the-english-specification.pdf


Assessment of the Junior Certificate:

Students in the Coláiste will sit 

9 exam subjects:

❑9 Exams in June as per Normal 
worth 90% (State Assessed)

❑9 Assessment tasks in school 
worth 10% (state Assessed)

❑Above combined to give a grade

❑Issued in September

❑2 Classroom Based Assessments 
for each subject in 2nd and 3rd Year 
(Teacher Assessed)

❑Other areas of Learning 
throughout Junior Cycle

Junior Certificate Profile of 
Achievement combines:

❑Traditional Exam 

❑CBA

❑Other Areas of Learning 



Junior Certificate Profile of Achievement
Three elements:

• Results of the written exam including 
Assessment Task:

• Distinction ≥90 to 100
Higher Merit ≥75 and <90
Merit ≥55 and <75
Achieved ≥40 and <55
Partially Achieved ≥20 and <40
Not Graded ≥0 and <20

• Assessment Task:
• Is completed in class under the supervision of the 

teacher and will be sent to the SEC for marking. 
Marks for the Assessment Task will be 
incorporated into the presentation of the grade 
awarded by the SEC and will determine 10 % of 
the grade awarded by the SEC.

• Classroom Based Assessment
• Exceptional

Above Expectations
In Line with Expectations
Yet to Meet Expectations

• Other Areas of Learning
• Involved in school library
• Debating competitor
• Green schools
• Captain school team



Junior Cycle Curriculum/Subjects:  

• Dept. of Education Junior Cycle 
Core Subjects for all schools in 
Ireland

• English

• Maths

• Irish

• History



Additional Core Subjects in the Coláiste

• Science

• Geography



Students pick three from the following List

❑Modern Foreign Language
❑Students will be allocated either Spanish, 

German, French and option of Polish may 
also be available

❑Students will be asked to rank 1 to 4 if 
picking a MFL

❑Technology

❑Wood Technology (woodwork)

❑Graphics

❑Engineering (Metalwork)

❑Art

❑Home Economics

❑Business

❑Music

• Link to Subject Specifications:

• https://curriculumonline.ie/Junior-
cycle/

https://curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle/
https://curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle/


Should I pick a Modern Foreign Language:

• Institutes of 
Technology do not 
require a third 
language (languages 
courses may require)

• Maths and English or 
Irish tend to be the 
minimum entry 
requirement 

• NUI Universities may require 
English,Mathsm, Irish (unless 
Exempt) and One other 
Language 

• Third Language not required 
for courses in 
Science/Engineering/IT/ 
Nursing in NUI Universities

• Medicine and Architecture 
still require 3rd language.



• http://www.qualifax.ie/

• https://curriculumonline.ie/Juni
or-cycle

• https://careersportal.ie/

• https://www.cao.ie/

• https://www.ncca.ie/en

Resources

http://www.qualifax.ie/
https://curriculumonline.ie/Junior-cycle
https://careersportal.ie/
https://www.cao.ie/
https://www.ncca.ie/en


Wellbeing: 400 hours Tuition over 3 Years

❑SPHE Programme

❑CSPE Programme

❑PE Programme

❑Information Technology 

❑Information Talks

❑Wellbeing Days



Cognitive Ability Testing and Academic 
tracking:

• How we use Information:

1. Formation of classes (mixed ability)

2. Data given to teachers to support teaching 
and learning

3. Use it to assess performance in house 
exams

4. Identify students for extra learning support

5. 5th Year big help with subject choices

• Points of information:

1. It is only a snapshot from a given day

2. We now are testing our students entering 
5th year 

http://www.edev.ie/Why4.html

http://www.edev.ie/Interpreting.html

http://www.edev.ie/Why4.html
http://www.edev.ie/Interpreting.html


Starter Form:

• A link will be sent to your phone to be completed.

• The following questions will be on the form
• Student Name

• Primary School

• Subject Choices

• Hobbies and Interest

• Medical Issues we need to be aware of

• Open Question where you can provide us with information you may feel is 
necessary



• 60-70% Nationally in Listed 
Universities and IT’’s

• PLC colleges 

• Other Colleges/UCAS/Eunicas

• Apprenticeship/ Training like 
Army 
Cadet/Gardai/Barbering/Hairdre
ssing 

• Repeat, Gap Year, Work.

Progression:



Extra- Curricular

• GAA

• Soccer

• Basketball

• Athletics

• Music
• Music Generation Choir

• Chess

• Debating 

• Science Competitions

• TY Competitions



School Costs: 

• Yearly Contribution:

• The following fee can be paid online using 
our Way2Pay System before students return to school.

• Please pay online €120 to cover the cost of:
• School Insurance

• School Locker rental

• School Journal

• School photocopying (total cost to school 2018/2019 €34,000)

• Bus costs for extra-curricular events where students represent the 
school

• RSE talks and other guest speakers

• CAT Testing and other diagnostic testing

• Constructions Studies, Technology or Engineering,

• Extra €50 per year to cover the cost of materials provided by 
the school for these subjects. 

• The school last year paid out over €32,000 for materials for 
these subjects and this cost can no longer be covered from 
our existing school budget. This fee will be set up 
on Way2Pay System.

• Book rental Scheme:

• The cost of the book scheme for 1st year students will 
be €160 for three years.

• This can again be paid online using our Way2Pay system.

• Collection date will be arranged in August depending on 
Public Health Advice



Thank You
Stay safe


